























THE REFORMER. — 


Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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For the Reformer. 

Stopping the Mails on Sunday. 

Mr. Editor—The petitions now be- 
fore Congress, requiring a law to stop 
the mail and shut the post-offices on 
first days, Sundays, or Sabbath days, 
throughout the Union, appear to be a 
proposition in which is involved three 
eases for consuleration, viz—civil, mo- 
ral, and religious. In a civil case, Con- 
gress bas an acknowledged nght; in 
that of morality, a partial right; but in 
that of a religious nature, no right to 
interfere. 

They can step the mail for one or 
several days of the week—they can 
oblige the keepers of public-houses to 
conform to certain rules and regula- 
tions during the whole week—but they 
are neither qualified, nor as yet, au- 
thorized, to legislate on the religious 
observance of any day of the week. 
The moment they attempt any thing 
of the kind, they assume inquisitorial 
power, and may-ts well endeavour to 
force or bring all their constituents to 
a uniformity of doctrine, faith, and 
practice—a stretch of power beyond 
whatever the Apostle Pau! reached or 
preached—witness his own words— 
“One man esteemeth one day above 
another (day,) another (man) esteem- 
eth every day alike,” and he leaves 
every one to act in such cases as he 
likes. But the same Apostle elsewhere 
intimates that no one has a right to 
breax the peace of Society, or injure a 
fellow creature. Now the travelling 
of a mail coach, or the delivery of Jet- 
ters, effects neither—not even on the 
first day of the week. 

The clergy of this country having 
had, for some time’ past, but little in- 
fluenee in the councils of the nation, 
have at length matured and put in op- 
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eration a plan to bring the represen- 
tatives of the people into a measure, 
which, if carried, would soon be fol- 
lowed up by other and higher demands, 
until the days of persecution for con- 
science sake, would be renewed, and 
“none permitted to buy or sell, but 
those who submitted to-wear the mark 
of the beast.” 

That this plan has been set on foot 
by the clergy, is obvious. The peti- 
tions, indeed, came to Congress in the 
names of the members of their respec- 
live congregations,—but was there an 
individual to be found who refused bis 
signature, or that dared to cast off the 
reverence and fear, or divest himself 
of the sectarian spirit which had been 
infused into him by his reverend teach- 
er? 

The following extract from the 11th 
number of letters “ On the Millenium,” 
published in the Glasgow Chronicle of 
24th Sept. lari, havymg a bearing on 
our subject, may be acceptable to your 
readers, and | must remurk that these 
sentiments have arrived to us from a 
quarter of the globe where the Press, 
in regard to such matters, has always 
been, and still remains, in a measure, 
muzzled by the established clergy and 
laws of the land. Would it be deemed 
praiseworthy in this free’d country, to 
sit down and silently suffer the clergy, 
or our public servants to throw a chain 
across every highway, and at length 
upon our necks and consciences, ev 
seventh part of our days?* HI. 











* Some years ago there was a law of the 
state of New York, that authorized chains 
to be thrown across the highways, s , 
&¢. to prevent travelling-on Sundays. 
chain at the then town of Schenectady, 
was broken by wagoners from A to 
the north. On the following the- 
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From the Glasgow Chronicle. 

«“[ would here ask those persons 
who feel a prejudice, or are ready to 
make objections, what Is their author- 
ity, ‘as Christians, for keeping the 
Sabbath generally in any manner? !t 
was no institution of Christ’s appomt- 
ment, and the observance of it is not 
enjoined by ‘his precepts.’ On the 
contrary, the Apostles, with the whole 
Church of Jerusalem, and under some 
express sanction of the Holy Spirit, 
decided this very question, among oth- 
ers, when they declared that the Gen- 
tiles were not bound by the institution 
of Moses. As to the common idea, that 
the primitive church substituted the first 
day of the week for the seventhy to be 
the Christian Sabbath, ii is not only de- 
void of all positive, evidence, but the 
presumption is strong ageimst it. ‘They 
were, indeed, in the habit of meeting 
together on the first day of the week, 
to celebrate the resurrection of Christ ; 
and as none of the gospels had been 
committed to writing at that period, 
the witnesses and reportets of our 
Lord’s actions and doctrines, availed 
themselves of such opportunities, to 
instruct the people, or to refresh the 
memory with the repetition of those 
things which it was the special duty of 
those witnesses to declare and to pro- 
pagate. But this was a totally differ- 
ent thing from converting the whole 
ay into a Sabbath like that of the 
Jews. 

th The greater part of the first Chris- 
tans were Jews, or Jewish proselytes, 
and continued to keep the Jewish Sab- 
bath as well as the law of Moses in 
general. 


disciples kept two whole days in the 





mended thain was arain stretche 
and a posse of civil and church 
backed by a number of indigent 
for the ministry, armed with elu 
posted to protect the Sabbath cl 
when sufficient reinforcements 


d across, 
officers, 
students 
bs, were 
vain, and 


of carters 
had arrived, a battle ensued. od . 

_, The legislature was then in session, and 
(having just become re 


ately repealed the law, 


—————$— ee 
| week as Sabbaths? As for the Gentile 


converts, many of them were slaves, 
and would not have been permitted by 
their masters to be idle for a day in 
every week, at their own pleasure— 
nor do we read of any persecutions 
being provoked or exercised on such 
account. 

« Christ furnished us with an argu- 
ment, in case we should feel in a di- 
lemma on account of the previous posi- 
tive injunction of the Sabbath by divine 
authority. ‘The Son.of Man was Lord 
also of the Sabbath,’ and he did abro- 
gate the Sabbath by this declaration, 
as the Apestles and primitive chris- 
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Can we suppose that such]! 


pose the new yoke on their posterity, 
jaiter the times of reformation should 
come. Let no man,’ says Paul, judge 
| you 


| 
jof 





tians must have understood when they 


under no obligation to observe it.) It 
then became evident, that whatever 
christians might find it expedient and 
useful to do, in the way of adoptmyg a 
particular day for religious worship 
and instruction, or for the purpose ef 
rest, that they ought not te do it in the 
servile temper of the ceremonial law. 
The primitive christians acted aceord- 
ingly, and it was not for several eentu- 
ries, and till alter many new fangled 
rites were introduced into the chureh, 


Jewish ordinances, that the first day of 
the week came to be regarded as a 
‘Sabbath,’ substituted for the Jewish 
one. In those dark days of supersti- 
‘tion, when men had saddled themselves 
again with the bondage of ordinances 
‘more grievous than those of Moses, 
‘from which the first christians rejoiced 
ito have been made free; in such days 
-men might please themselves ‘in a vo- 





‘luntary humility and will-worship, after 


| the commandments and doctrine of 


(men; but they had no right to im- 


meat or in drink, or in respect 


at holy day, or of the new moon, 
opot the Sabbath.’ 


/,“* Now, when every ian has a Bible» 
publican) immedi\'n bis possession, what is the use 


Z /haranguing the people every Sunday 





in the temper, and after the manuer of 


taught that the Gentile converts were © 
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to a wearisome length, as if they ‘kaw 
nothing about religion but what the 
minister told them. Why, every one 
of them that chooses to read, knows 
as much about the matter as his pro- 
fessed teacher. Is the Bible a sealed 
and mysterious book? Or is it a re- 
vealed word which every one may un- 
derstand? !f we adopt the first idea, 
then indeed Christ hath not published 
his gospel ‘to the poor, who in gene- 
ral form the mass of society, but te a 
certain privileged class. He has not 
completed the work of human instruc- 
tion and salvation, but hath devolved 
a part of his office on those privileged 
functionaries. If we adopt the latter 
idea, the pretensions of those who as- 
sume such functions are baseless, and 
their long winded discourses uncalled 
for. It will be granted, that there is 
at all times need enough for men be- 


ing exhorted to the practice, even of 


things which they do know, and that 
there is occasion to rouse the atten- 
tion of the careless to consider the 
contents of the Bible; and in this man- 
ner, | would not make a quarrel with 
any moderate quantity of time whicha 
gifted preacher might employ usefully, 
for such purposes; but the general 
practice is to spin out a certain time 
in order to pass away the Sabbath, by 
eritical and controversial disquisitions 
on knotty points, or by obscure de- 
scriptions of experience, all of which 
things, it is presumed, the people do 
not understand; but which. it is evi- 
dent, the clergy do not understand 
themselves, otherwise they would agree 
about them and be more intelligible. 
The truth is, that our public teachers 
eould not contrive without these 1 inge- 
nious devices, to speak the requisite 
time, and thus it has become a custom 
or habit of the order.” 





IN SENATE OF THE U. STATES 
January 19, 1829. 
Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, made 
the following report: 


The Committee to whom was refer- 
read the several petitions on the subject 


i. 














of Mails on the Sabbath, or the first 
day of the week, REPORT :— 

‘That some respite is required from 
the ordinary vocations of life, is an es- 
tablished principle, sanctioned by the 
usages of all nations, whether Christian 
or Pagan. One day in seven has also 
been determined upon as the propor- 
tion of time; and in conformity with 
the wishes of the great majority of citi- 
zens of this country, the first day of the 
week, commonly called Sunday, has 
been set apart to that object. The 
principle has received the sanction of 
the national legislature, so far as to 
admit a suspension of all public busi- 
ness on that day, except in cases of 
absolute necessity, or of great public 
utility. This principle, the committee 
would not wish to disturb. If kept 
within its legitimate sphere of action, 
no injury can result from its obser- 
vance. It should, however, be kept 
in mind, that the proper object of goy- 
ernment is, to protect all persons in 
the enjoyment of their religious, as 
well as civil rights; and not to deter- 
mine for any, whether they shall es- 
teem one day above another, or es- 
teem all days alike holy. 

We are aware, that a variety of sen- 
timent exists among the good citizens © 
of this nation, on the subject of the | 
Sabbath day; and our government is . 
designed for the protection of one 
much as for another, The Jews, w 
in this country, are as free as Chris. 
tians, and entitled to the same protec- 
tion from the laws, derive aie ‘oblig : 

eep the 
4th commandment of their "aiDagtie,| 
and in conformity with that injunction, 
pay religious homage to the seventh 
day of the week, which we call Satur-. 
day.. One denomination of Christians 
among us, justly celebrated for their 
piety, and certainly as good citizens as | 
any other class, agree with the Jews 
in the moral obligation of the Sabbath, 
and observe the same day. re 
also many Christians among us, who 
derive not their « tion to peagit 
the Sabbath from the decalogue, bet 
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regard the Jewish Sabbath as abroga- 
ted. From the examples of the Apos- 
tles of Christ, they have chosen the 
first day of the week, instead of that 
day set apart in the decalogue, for 
their religious devotions. These have 
generally regarded the observance of 
the day as a devotional exercise, and 
would not more readily enforce it up- 


on others, than they would enforce se-/! 


cret prayer or devout meditations.— 
Urging the fact; that neither the Lord 
nor his disciples, though often censu- 
red by their accusers for a violation of 
the Sabbath, ever enjoined its obser- 
vance, they regard it as a subject on 
which every person should be fully 
persuaded in his own mind, and not 
coerce others to act upon his persua- 
sion. Many Christians again differ 
from these, professing to derive their 
obligation to observe the Sabbath from 
the 4th commandment of the Jewish 
decalogue, and bring the example of 
the Apostles, who appear to have held 
their public meetings for worship on 
the first day of the week, as authority 
for so far changing the decalogue, as 
to substitute that day for the seventh. 
The Jewish government was a theo- 
cracy, which enforced religious obser- 
vances, and though the committee 
would hope that no portion of the 
citizens of our country could willingly 
introduce a system of religious coer- 
cion in our civil institutions, the ex- 
ample of other nations should admon- 
ish us to watch carefully against its 
earliest indication. 

With these different religious views. 
the committee are of opinion that Con- 
fee cannot interfere. It is not the 

egitimate province of the legislature 
to determine whai religion is true, or 
what false. Our government is a ci- 
vil, and not a religious institution, — 
Our Constitution recognizes in every 
person, the right to choose his own 
religion, and to enjoy it freely, without 
molestation, Whatever may be the 
religious sentiments of citizens, and 
however variant, they are alike enti- 
fled 40 protection from the govern- 








ment so long as they do not invade 
the rights of others. , 

The transportation of the mail on 
the first day of the week, it is believed, 
does not interfere with the rights of 
conscience. The petitioners for its 
discontinuance appear to be actuated 
from a religious zeal, W hich may be 
commendable if confined to its proper 
sphere; but they assume a position 
better suited to an ecclesiastical thaa 
to a civil institution. They appear in 
many instances, to lay it down as an 
axiom that the practice is a violation 
of the law of God. Should Congress, 
in their legislative capacity, adopt the 
sentiment, it would establish the prin- 
ciple, that the Legislature 1s a proper 
tribunal to determine what are_ the 
laws of God. It would involve a le- 
gislative decision in a religious con- 
troversy; and on a point in which 
good citizers may honestly differ in 
opinion, without disturbing the peace 
of society, or endangering its liberties. 
If this principle is once introduced, it 
will be impossible to define its bounds, 
Among all the religious persecutions 
with which almost every page of mo- 
dern history is stained, no victim ever 
suffered but for the violation of what 
government denominated the law of 
God. To prevent a similar train of 
evils in this country, the Constitution 
has wisely withheld from our govern- 
ment the power of defining the Divine 
Law. It isa right reserved to each 
citizen, and while he respects the equal 
rights of others, he cannot be held 
amenable to any human tribunal for 
his conclusions. 

Extensive religious combinations). 
to efiect a political object, are, in the 
opinion of the committee, always dan- 
gerous. ‘This first effort of the kind, 
calls for the establishment of a princi- 
ple, which, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, would lay the foundation for 
dangerous innovations upon the spirit 
of the Constitution, and upon the reli- 
gious rights of the citizens. If admit- 
ted, it may be justly apprehended, that 
the future measures of government will 
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be strongly marked, if not eventually 
controlled, by the same influence.— 
All religious despotism commences by 
combination and influence; and when 
that influence begins to operate upon 
the political institutions of a country, 
the civil power soon bends under it; 
and the catastrophe of other nations 
furnishes an awful warning of the con- 
sequence. 

Under the present regulations of the 
Post Office Department, the rights of 
conscience are not invaded. Every 
agent enters voluntarily and it is pre- 
sumed conscientiously, into the dis- 
charge of his duties, without intermed- 
dling with the conscience of another. 
Post Offices are so regulated, as that 
but a small proportion of the first day 
of the week is required to be occupied 
in official business. In the transpor- 
tation of the mail on that day, no one 
agent is employed many hours. Re- 
ligious persons enter into the business 
without violating their own conscien- 
ses, Or Imposing any restraints upon 
others. Passengers in the mail stages 





are free to rest during the first day of 
the week, or to pursue their journeys 
at their own pleasure. While the mail 
is transported on Saturday, the Jew 
and the Sabbatarian may abstain from 
any agency in carrying it, from con- 
scientious scruples. While it is trans- 
ported on the first day of the week, 
another class may abstain, from the 
same religious scruples. The obliga- 
tion of government is the same to both 
of these classes; and the committee 
can discover no principle on which the 
claims of one should be more respect- 
ed than those of the other, unless it 
should be admitted that the conscien- 
ces of the minority are less sacred than 
those of the majority. 

It is the opinion of the committee, 
that the subject should be regarded 
simply as a question of expediency, 
irrespective of its religious bearing. 
In this light it has hitherto been con- 
sidered. Congress have never legis- 
lated upon the subject. It rests, as it: 





of the Post-master General, under the 
repeated refusals of Congress to dis- 
continue the Sabbath mails. His know- 
ledge and judgment in all the coneetns 
of that department will not be ques 
tioned. His intense labours and as- 
siduity have resulted in the highest im- 
provement of every branch of his de- 
partment. It is practised only on the 
great leading mail routes, and such 
others as are necessary to maintain 
their connexions. ‘To prevent this 
would, in the opinion of the commit- 
tee, be productive of immense injury, 
both in its commercial, political, and 
in its moral bearings. 

The various departments of govern- 
ment require, frequently in peace, al- 
ways in war, the speediest intercourse 
with the remotest parts of the country; 
and one important object of the mail 
establishment is, to furnish the great- 
est and most economical facilities for 
such intercourse. The delay of the 
mails one day in seven, would require 
the employment of special expresses, 
at great expense, and sometimes with 
great uncertainty. 

The commercial, manufacturing, 
and agricultural interests of our coun- 
try are so intimately connected, as to 
require a constant and the most expe- 
ditious correspondence betwixt all of 
our sea-ports, and betwixt them and 
the most interior settlements. The 
delay of the mails during Sunday, 
would give occasion to the employ- 
ment of private expresses, to such an 
amount, that probably ten riders would 
be employed where one mail stage is 
now running on that day; thus divert- 
ing the revenue of that department in- 
to another channel, and sinking the 
establishment into a state of pusillan- 
imity incompatible with the dignity of 
the governinent of which it is a de- 
partment. 

Passengers in the mail stages, if the 
mails are not permitted to proceed on 
Sunday, will be expected to spend that 
day at a tavern upon the road, gene- 
raliy under circumstances unfrien 


eyer has done, in the legal discretion |! to devotion, and at an expense whi 
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many are but poorly able to encoun: 
ter. To obviate these difficulties, ma- 
ny will employ extra carriages for their 
conveyance, and become the bearers 
of correspondence, as more expe‘ 
tious than the mail. The stage pro- 
prietors will themselves often furnish 
the travellers with those means of con- 
veyance, so that the effect will ulti- 
mately be only to stop the mail, while 
the vehicle which contains it will con- 
tinue, and its passengers become the 
special messengers for conveying a 
considerable portion of what would 
otherwise constitute the contents of 
the mail. 

Nor can the committee discover 
where the system could consistently 
end. If the observance of a holy day 
become incorporated in our institu- 
tions, shall we not forbid the move- 
ment of an army, prohibit an assault 
in time of war, and lay an injunction 
upon our naval officers to lie in the 
wind while upon the ocean on that 





— 
rights, but justice still confirms them, 
1.et the national legislature once per- 
form an act which involves the deci- 
sion of a religious controversy, and if 
will have passed its legitimate bounds, 
he precedent will then be establish 
ed, and the foundation laid for that 
usurpation of the Divine prerogative 
in this country, which has been the 
desolating scourge to the fairest por- 
tions of the world. Our Constitution 
recognizes no other power than that 
of persuasion, for enforcing religious 
observances. 
Christianity recommend their religion 
by deeds of benevolence—by Christian 
meekness—by lives of temperance and 
holiness. Let them combine their ef- 
forts to instruct the ignorant—to re- 
lieve the widow and the orphan—to 


promulgate to the world the gospel of 


their Saviour, recommending its pre- 
cepts by their habitual example: gov- 
ernment will find its legitimate object 
in protecting them. It cannot oppose 


Let the professors of 


Py aks 
Sid) 
arn: 
ar 


a i a 


day? Consistency would seem to re-|jthem, and they will not need its aid: 
quire it. Nor is it certain that we ‘their moral influence will then do infi- 
should stop here. If the principle is ||nitely more to advance the true inter- 
once established, that religion or reli- |jests of religion, than any measures 
gious observances, shall be interwoven || which they may call on Congress to 
with our legislative acts, we must pur- || enact. 
sue it to the ultimatum. We shall, if} The petitioners do not complain of 
consistent, provide for the erection of | any infringement upon their own rights. 
edifices for the worship of the Creator, || They enjoy all that Christians ought to 
and for the support of christian minis- |/ask at the hand of any government— 
ters, if we believe such measures will || tection from all molestation in the 
promote the interests of Christianity. || exercise of their religious sentiments 
It is the settled conviction of the com- Resolved, That the cominittee be 
thittee, that the only method of avoid- || discharged from the further consider- 
ing these consequences, with their at- ||ation of the subject 
tendant train of evils, is to adhere | 
strictly to the spirit of the constitution. | 
which regards the general government 
in no other light than that of a civil in- 
stitution, whoily destitute of religious 
authority. : 
What other nations call Religious 
Toleration, we call Religious Rieurs. 
They are not exercised in virtue of 
governmental indulgence, but as rivhts 
of which government cannot deprive 
any portion of citizens, however small. 
Despotic power may invade those 
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[One of our Correspondents in re- 
marking on this Report, says :] 

Whatever may hereafter prove to he 
the fate of our beloved nation, or what- 
ever success may attend the further ef- 
forts of the clergy, the report of the 
committee of the Senate, with respect 
to stopping the mails on Sunday, will 
reflect honour on that committee, and 
evidence to the world that we have yet 
in the halls of our legislature, men who 


guard our civil and religious rights with 
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a jealous care, and who can discover 
behind the hypocritical mask of reli- | 
vious zeal, the impious advances o 
ecclesiastical tyranny. It is observed| 
in the Report, “« The committee would’ 
hope that no portion of the citizens of 
our country could willingly introduce 
a system of religious coercion in our 
civil institutions.” 1 would ask, can 
it fora moment be supposed by an in- 
telligent community, that the clergy 
are ignorant of the real character of: 
our Constitution? Surely there is not 
an individual to be found who will ad- 
mit this. Then have they not aimed 
a blow at its very foundation? And 
are they not thus, under the cloak of 
religion, the deadly enemies of those 
rights and liberties which our fathers 
prized above their lives? If such un- 
equivocal language as is contained in 
the teport be lost on our citizens, our 
dearest rights are lost forever. We 
must submit our necks to the unhal- 
lowed yoke of clerical domination, or 
suffer whatever punishment they may 
choose to inflict—and the tender mer- 
cies of the clergy, when in power, have 
ever been cruel. 

Let it not be supposed, that schemes 
so deeply laid, and so zealously pur- 
sued, are to be quietly abandoned. 
‘There are under currents which may, 
and will, no doubt, be resorted to. 
Congress is composed of representa- 
tives, and those representatives are 
chosen by the people. Hence it may 
be expected that means will be sought 
and pursued, in order to secure the 
election of representatives favourable 
to the views and wishes of the clergy. 
They have indeed already told us that 
the business must be carried to the 
ports; and boast of being able to 
“bring half a million of electors into 
the field; yea of governing “ every 
public election in our country.” But 
it is sincerely to be desired that the 
community may be awake to the ma- 
chinations which threaten the prostra- 
tion of what ought to be dearer to 
Americans than their lives—civil and 


religious liberty. J. W. 
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[From the Philadelphia Album. ] 
Stopping the United States Mail. 
Petitions and remonstrances have 

been forwarded to Congress concern- 
ing a stoppage of the mail on the Sab- 
bath. The petitions have originated 
with some of the most affected among 
our religionists who, for the most part, 
care not acopper whether the mail be 
stopped or otherwise. They wish to 
be considered remarkably pious, and 
have therefore, in conjunction with a 
few divines, got up these petitions, and 
affixed their names conspicuously at 
the end of them. There are, doubt- 
less, some who advocate this measure 
from motives purely conscientious. Let 
us fora moment inquire into the mo- 
rality and utility of this matter. The 
advocates of this measure urge that in’ 
transferring the mail on the Sabbath, 
one of the commandments is violated 
and the holiness of the day rendered 
a mere matter of moonshine. But in 
contradiction to this doctrine, is not 
the transmission of the mail a necessa- 
ry if not an indispensable act of duty? 
Vessels at sea, for they are the only 
European mails we have, world, ac- 
cording to these fastidious christians, 
be compelled to lay too on Sunday. 
If a relative should die on Saturday 
in New York, his friends could not 
convey the information to his kindred 
in Philadelphia before Monday 

Tuesday. By this delay, it is proba- 
ble they would be prevented a sight 
of the corpse, or from joining in his 
obsequies. Important documents and 
despatches of every kind would be ru- 
inously delayed. A wretch might com- 
mit a murder one day, but in conse- 
quence of a proclamation with a de- 
scription of his person not arriving in 
time, he would very possibly escape. 
But it is vain to adduce situations in 
which a law to this effect would be at- 
tended with consequences pernicious 
and detrimental to the welfare of the 
general community. Examples of its 
ruinous results will present themselves 
to the minds of every intelligent rea- 
der. Our legislators might with as 
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much propriety pass @ law preventing 
a man to ride to church, to clear away 
the snow from his door, to prepare 


food, or in short any other matter of 


indispensable necessity. We believe 
the signatures attached to the remon- 
strances far exceed in number those 
appended to the petitions, and are 
equally respectable. Congress will in 
our estimation never pass such a law. 
It interferes with the immunities of a 
free people, and the slizhtest aberra- 
tion from freedom of action especially 
when calculated to detract from the 
general interests and felicities, should 
be considered as a reprehensible at- 
tempt at schism. 


Stopping the Mails on Sunday. 


The Telegraph & Observer, printed at 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. in speaking of a pub- 
lic meeting held in that place to take into 
consideration the attempts made for stop- 
ping the Mails on Sunday, says: 


“+ The meeting was the most numer- 


ous and respectable assemblage we ever 


witnessed in this place on any occa- 
sion. It was composed of the business 
part of our citizens, of all political par- 
ties, and of every religious denomina- 
tion among us. 

“tt is deeply to be regretted that 
there was cause for such a meeting; 
but the spirit and feeling which it evin- 
ced, show that the people of this coun- 
try are jealous of every encroachment 


on their civil or religious rights, let it 
come from what quarter it. may, and 
under however specious a pretext. It 
is well that it is so; for it is upon the 
intelligence and vigilance of the peo- 
ple of this country that their happiness 


depend. 


“ But upon what ground is it that 
the petitioners ask Congress to pro- 


hibit the transportation of the Mail on 
Sunday? Is it that any of their rights 
are infringed? No—it is merely on the 


ground of religious faith alone. This 
is a subject upon which Congress has 
_ no authority whatever to legislate—it 


would be an usurpation in them to a 
' , t € t- 
tempt it, and their acts would not be 
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binding on the people. We feel con. 
fident that no Christian can wish for 
the interference of the secular power in 
spiritual matters—it is contrary to the 
very letter and spirit of Christianity, 

The experience of the past ad- 
monishes the people of this Republic 
against legislating on those subjects 
that rest alone between man and his 
Maker. Foree never yet nor never 
will make a Christian or an honest 
man, but it has made an abundance of 
hvpocrites, and brought true religion 
into disrepute. In this country, the 
framers of our excellent constitution 
have wisely sepurated religion from 
politics. It tolerates all religions 
equally alike; and while it protects 
all, it leaves each individual and sect 
free to present to the great Author of 
all Good, in their own way, the pure 
homage of grateful hearts. And ifa 
man differs from me in opinion, it on- 
ly proves that I differ from him, and 
there is no earthly tribunal that has 
the power of determining which is 
right in the sight of God: to his own 
master each must stand or fall. 

“ We are confident that if Congress 
should so far forget the duty which 
they owe to their country and the con- 
stitution, as to usurp power not be- 
longing to them, and attempt to legis- 
late upon religious subjects, in any 
way or shape whatsoever, that it will 
be firmly resisted at once by the peo- 
ple; and if persisted in, will eventuate 
in a civil war the most bloody and dis- 
astrous the world ever witnessed.” 





I 
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Among other resolutions 1 i 
adopted at the meeting, nase he teal 
ing’: 

‘* Resolved, That a high regard for 
the purity of our civil institutions, 
which have been established at such 
immense sacrifices, and a still greater 
reverence for that religion for which 
our fathers endured a cruel and unre- 
mies, persecution, impel us to enter 

r solemn protest inst 
tempt calculated to connect oa q 
matters with our civil concerns. ® 


“ Resolved, Tiiat one great and lead- 














» tempts that have been made, and are 
~ still making, throughout the Union, to 
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ing object in the adoption of the con- 
stitution of the United States, was to 
exclude or separate religion from the 
affairs of state; that the framers of 
that instrument, warned by their own 
experience and the example of other 
nations, of the baneful influence of 
such an unnatural union, determined 
that every man should be left free to 
worship God according to the dictates 
of his own conscience; and we are 


Ep 








unwilling, in such matters, that a ma- 


present case, should combine together 
to compel others to adopt (heir views 
and opinions on such a subject. 

* Kesolved, That we have witness- 
ed, with the deepest solicitude, the at- 


' form, in the language of its authors 
and promoters, ‘a Christian party in 
POLITICs ;> that we view this attempt 
to prevent the transportation of the 
Mail on Sunday, as an entering wedge 
—a part of the grand system, by which 
it has been publicly avowed, they 
‘could govern every public election in 
our country;’ and that every public 
officer, from President down to a Jus- 
tice of the Peace, was bound to be 
‘orthodox in his faith. And whilst 
we concede to many who are engaged 
in this grand project, honesty of mo- 
tive and purity of intention, still we 
cannot but regret their delusion, and 
we feel bound to warn the community 
against those who, standing at the 
head of their profession, and seeming- 
ly unmindfal of their high vocation, 
have publicly avowed sentiments of 
the most alarming character and of 
most momentous import to the friends 
of civil and religious freedom; and, 
in the language of a celebrated and 
venerable Doctor of Divinity, we are 
free to declare it as our belief, that 
‘unless they are soon arrested in their 
course, an ecclesiastical hierarchy will 
be established im this country, as op- 
pressive and dangerous in its effects 





| 





as ever was exerted by the Pope of 
Rome.’ ” 
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ESBYTERIANISM WHEN 
IN POWER. 

Most of our readers must have heard 
of the “ Long Parliament,”’ in England, 
when the Presbyterians got the ascen- 
dency, and after overthrowing Episco- 
pacy, went to work to make what is 
called the “ Westminster Assembly's 
Confession of Faith,” and afterwards 
the “ Presbyterian Directory,” in which 
the form and manner of worship, of 
preaching, praying. psalm-singing, &c. 


> jerity, much less a minority as in the |} &c. were accurately laid down, and 


all: were required to conform. Year 
after year they were employed in ma- 
king their ** Directory’’ to bind mens’ 
consciences, in affixing pains and pe- 
nalties for all non-conformity, and even 
death itself for what they termed blas- 
phemy, while the more important con- 
cerns of the nation, or as it was then 
called, the Commonwealth, were ne- 
vlected and unheeded. After sitting 
upwards of twelve years, Cromwell, 
although of their own party and faith, 
could bear with their fooleries no long- 
er, and after giving them an honest lec- 
ture, by an armed force drove them 
from the house, had the doors made. 
fast and put the keys in his pocket.— 
The following is the speech he address- 
ed to them on that oecasion, as copied. 
from the Delaware Register, by which 
it will be seen what a holy set of mex 
those were who were concerned in 
making the Westminster Confession 
of Faith, now the standard of ortho- 
doxy among the Presbyterians in thi 
country. 

The of Oliver Cromwell when he 
dissolved the Long Parliament, 20th April, 
1653, after sitting 12 years, 6 months, and 
14 days. 

“It is high time for me to put an end 
to your sitting in this place, which you 
have dishonored by your contempt of all 
virtue, and defiled by your practice of ev- 
ery vice. You are a ractrovs crew, and 
enemies to all good government. Ye are a 
_ of mercenary wretches, and would, 

ke Esau, sell your country for a mess of 
pottage, and like Judas, betray your God. 
for a few pieces of money. Is there a sin- 
gle virtue now remaining among you? Is’ 
there one vice you do not possess? Yow 
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have no more religion than my horse— 
gold is your God. Which of you have not 
bartered away your conscience for bribes 

is there a man amongst you that has the 
least care for the Commonwealth? Ye sor- 
did prostitutes! Have ye not defiled this 
sacred place, and turned the Lord’s tem- 
ple into a den of thieves, by your immoral 
principles and wicked practices’ You who 
are deputed here by the people to get 
grievances redressed, are yourselves the 
greatest grievance. Your country, there- 
fore, calls upon me to cleanse this Augean 
















are 448; and all the Protestant Epie 
copal ministers of all grades in the 
United States, do not exceed, accon 
ding to their own estimation, 507,” 

As Corresponding Seeretary and 
General Agent of the Board of Mis- 
sions of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, “* Dr.’’ Ely, has drawn up a@ 
«“ Form of Subscription,” to be signed 
by all who are willing to enrol their 





stable, by putting a final period to your! 





names. binding themselves to give so 


proceedings in this house; and which, by. 






God's help and the sireneth he has given | much annually as long as they live, or 
. 9g . ; . a 
wr t wn ee wor to alo 1 command ||*28 God shall enable them,”” to the 
’ . ; ‘ 





you therefore upon the peril of your lives, || Board of Missions of the Pre sbyterian 
He says: * The aid of oth 


slaves, begone! So! take away that shi-| 
ning bauble (the mace) there, and lock | 
up the doors.” 


Whether Presbyterianism in power 
in this country would be any better 
than in England, we shall not under- 
take to decide. At any rate, we should 
not much like to have the experiment 
made in our time. 





PRESBYTERIANISM IN THIS 
COUNTRY. 


to depart immediately out of this place. || Church. 
Go! get you out—make haste—ve venal ers we solreit: but thet of the commiu- 















nicants, the Presbyterian Church has 
a right to craim.”” He proceeds— 
“The Board of Missions earnest!y en- 
treats all who possess a ready mind to 
this work, to give their names to their 
|pastor, their elders, or some of the 
agents of the Board, that the same 
may be enrolled under the following 
form of subscription :— 














“The persons whose names are uncdet- 
|written, belonging to the Presbyterian 





“Dr.” Ely, in a late statement 
the past and present condition of the 


Presbyterian church, with her prospects 
and wants,” says: 


“In 1704, or 124 years ago, the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, was organized by the estab- 
lishinent of the Presbytery of Philadel- 
pia. In 1716, or 112 years ago, we 
had one Synod and four Presbyteries.”” 


Speaking of its present condition, he 
Says : 

* Two-thirds of all the Colleges, 
Theological Seminaries, and other ac- 
ademic institutions in this country, are 


Presbyterians. - The Congregational 
churches of New England, and the 
Presbyterian Church together, have 
the charge of more than three-fourths 
of all these fountains of literary influ- 
ence.” He -proceeds: “Our minis- 
fers in the state of New York alone, 





Of | of the Rev. 
|! purpose, 


under the instruction and control of 


‘church at ——, under the pastoral care 
, have expressed their 
so long as God shall enable them, 
|'to pay to the session of the said church, 
(on or before the 25th day of December in 
‘each year, the sums respectively annexed 
to their names; that the amount of this 
‘subscription may be paid to the Board of 
| Missions of the General Assembly, as the 
\annual contribution of this congregation.” 






















Afier this a list is given of 113 names, 
so enrolled, in the seventh Presbyteré 
an church, Philadelphia. : 

This is another of the new schemes 
invented in this day to get money un _ 
der pretence of spreading the gospel, 
or rather Presbyterianism. How ma 
ny more remain to be invented, time 
only can disclose. They all have one 
tendency—to enrich the priesthood 
and establish their power and ascen-' 
dency over the people. And at no dis 
tant period this power and ascenden- 
cy may be felt in a way now very lit- 
tle expected, and when there will be 
no possibility of obtaining redress. 
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“THE NETTLETON FUND:” 

_ Or another Device to obtain Money. 
Mr. Nettleton, (the “ revival minis- 
'ter,”’ so called from his qualifications, 
like Mr. Finney, for getting up revi- 
A vals) it appears, is at ‘present in Vir- 
A writer in the Richmond 
‘ Visitor & Telecraph,”’ (from the 
)) great popularity of Mr. Nettleton, no 
Hdoubt) proposes to establish a fund, to 
Whe called the ** Nettleton Fund,” the 
oe of which shall be appropriated 
by the Directors of the Union Theolo | 
ms fall rical Seminary. for the benefit of that| 
Hnstitution. in such way as they she q 















eem most conducive to its interests. 
‘In explanation of this measure,’ 
says the writer, “1 would remark that, 
Ir. Nettleton is a stranger in Virginia, 
and a subseription to this fund will be. 
a certificate. Are there not frends and 
equaintances, ‘a great multitude,’ who| 
> would be glad to bear testimony? They. 
have only to enclose a bank note of any, 
" Jamount, to the ‘ Post Master, Prince | 
Edward County, Va.’ for the * Nettle- 
ton Fund.’ There are many who feel | 
remselves indebted, to Mr. Nettleton, 
nd they know not how to discharge 
e obligation—in this way it may be 
Jone.”’ 
What an ingenious trick to get mo- 
acy to train up more young priests, to 
ake their fortunes by turning the 
Gospel into merchandise,—and in the 
ise nd, subjugate and enslave this coun-| 
Sotry! And yet the Editor writes an ar-| 
icle in its fivour. Says he— 
“The object contemplated in the 
mmunication [respecting the Nettle- 
n- Fund] is one which will, no doubt, 
ommend itself to the enlightened 
dgment of many christians. By the 
ant of funds, the progress of the 
Jnion [Presbyterian] Theological Se- 
PMuinary is retarded. Although it is gra- 
') dually rising, and gaining a stronger 
old on the affections of the Church, 
nd growing in favour with God and 
man, its usefulness has been, and is 
till, greatly circumscribed [by reason 
Df not having more funds.] We state 



























































hese facts, not on the authority or by 





the request of the Board of Directors, 
but from a knowledge of the wants of 
the Seminary, and from a conviction 
that it is of incalculable importance to 
the temporal interests of the people, 
and to the prosperity of the church of 
Christ, in this part of our country, that 
its resources should be greatly i increa- 
sed. ‘There are, at this time, we are 
informed, twenty-seven students con- 
nected with the Seminary. The ob- 
ject of the fund proposed, is to aid in 
furnishing the church with able, pious, 
and faithful ministers of Christ.” 


If any one wishes to contribute to 
the ruin of this country, by filling the 


' : ° . . 
land with such hireling priests as have 


ruined almost every other country in 
christendom, let him give money to 
these Theological Seminaries, and he 
will do it very effectually. How can 
any who have the least regard to the 
example of Christ, or the religion of 
the New Testament, lend their aid to 


i such anti-christian octalitmenta and 
| manufactories of false prophets? For 


we say it in full confidence of its truth, 
that not a single priest will go from 
these Seminaries who does not intend 
to enrich himself by preaching for pay, 
and divining for money. Hence he 
can be only a false prophet, made by, . 
and preaching for, Monry—and will 
only be an injury to the cause of Christ 
and the souls of the people. 





ANOTHER “ NATIONAL SO- 
CIETY”’—PROPOSED. 

A writer in the “ Philadelphian,” a 
Presbyterian paper printed in this city, 
fF4ays: 

‘** The inquiry has occurred to me, 
why, amid all the benevolent excite- 
ment of the present day, when so ma- 
ny different societies have been form- 
ed for various good objects, and so 
well patronized and sustained, no ef- 
fort has yet been made to reduce the 
practical part of revivals to a SYSTEM, 
as indeed the theoretical part is but 
imperfectly underst 


What men wil! next oadbiteks. time , 
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enly can disclose. The writer pro-| 


eceds: | 
“ When we look at the operations | 
ef the Church, we perceive national 
societies, for home missions, and for- | 
eign missions, for the Bible cause, and | 
the Tract cause, for the Sabbath and | 
the Sabbath school, for the education 
of youth, and the preservation of tem- 
perance, We. all sustained and honor- 
ed by numerous flourishing and increa- 
sing auxiliaries, forming an unbroken 
sordon round the moral interests of 
the land, the force of which will be 
more and more sensibly felt as time 
advances—when, I say, we perceive| 
this, is it not natural to inquire, is ao 
thing to be done for the cause of revi-| 
vals? Why is not the subject taken up| 
practically? Suppose there should be’ 
called a general meeting of ministers’ 
and laymen, who have borne an active) 
part in revivals of religion, to be held’ 
at Washington at some suitable time, 
{say after the meeting of the General | 
Assembly) or in New York at the time 
of the national anniversaries. At such 
a meeting there might among many 
things be transacted such business as 
the following:—The systematic for- 
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a 
“ System of Missionary Operations," — 
A Boston paper having remarked | 
“that those who consider the present 
system of Missionary operations to be 
defective, should first devise a better 
system” —the Baptist Herald replies; 


“ The neTTER sysTEM Which we re. 
commend, is in the eves of the worldly 
wise, no system at all. It is simply F 
leaving God's work, in raising up and 79 
thrusting forth gospel labourers, entire 
lv to himself. We are strenuous advo # 

cates for the spread of the pure g 
(which can be done only by those min- 7 
isters whom God raises up) else we 
should not consent to endure the toil 
and suffer the deprivations that we do 
to publish this paper. We repeat what 
we have often asserted, and it is a truth, 
the force of which all our readers will 
shortly feel, that the present popular 
system of preaching and spreading the 
gospel is as contrary to the system pur 
sued by Christ and his Apostles, as light 
is to darkness; that it is calculated to 
make hypocrites; and that by raising 
vast funds of money, which will one 
day fall into the hands of those priests | 
whom its influence has corrupted and 








mation of a Society for the promotion 
of Revivals. Reports made by indi- 
viduals of all the revivals in their re- 
spective regions,’ &c. &c. 


The writer concludes as follows :— 


“Let this subject be taken up by 
some of our leading men. Let, for 
example, some of the brethren in New 


York, whom I could name, or some of 


the brethren far west, or far east, for 
they are scattered throughout the land, 
talk this subject over, correspond, and 
come together at Washington, or at 
Philadelphia, or New York, in May 


next, and commence the work. If 


there be something Nationa in our 
revivals, let them be combined into 
the energy and stability of a system— 
let the holy impulse of a national 


rendered base, our civil and religiow 
liberties will be taken from us,—ow 
pleasant fields will be taken fortithes— 
our children will become bond-servants 
and our lives again subject to the terrors 
of the inquisition. We know our fears 
are treated by the multitude as idle 
dreams—but ponder a moment ove 
the destiny of other nations. We seem 
not to be aware that there is the same 
liability to degeneracy now that there 
always has been; nor that money # 
still the root of all evil. The great 
body of the people have been lulled t0 
sleep with the idea that so long as ou! 
spiritual guides, so called, up 
good works, there is no danger of thett 
practising evil works. So thought tht 
people under Catholic dominion, until 
their bands were made strong. * * ** 



























‘be applied to therty.”’ 


y 


See you not, brethren, how the old 
pent, in angelic form, twines hi 


eround your tender offspring, 
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be calls the hope of our country. Lit- 

tic, says he, is to be expected from the 

"men of this age who have grown up in 
isin, but by beginning with the youth 

nd training them up to our views we 

/ may speedily bring forward Millennial 
“glory!” 





BAPTISTS IN ILLINOIS. 
We have received a copy of the min- 
“utes of the “ Jilinois United Baptist Asso- 
ation,” held on the 27th, 28th, and 29th 
Of September last. The stand which this 
Association is making against the money- 
“gring and anti-christian schemes of the 
ay, shows that the Baptists in Llinois are 
Wet able to distinguish between primitive 
@hristianity and the human contrivances 
Jesuitical proceedings of modern times. 
‘e hope the Baptists in other places will 
anifest the same regard to their early 
rinciples and the practices of their pre- 
@ecessors—when the Lord alone was con- 
dered capable of calling and sending 
rth labourers into his harvest, and when 
> missionary funds were raised nor mo- 
Vv ne to induce men to preach the 
ospel. 
The following is the Circular Letter of 
e Association to the churches compo- 
ng it:— 
CIRCULAR LETTER. 
Dear Brethren—We think it our 
ty to inform you that we are still 
posed to the practice of those mo- 
erm missionaries and supporters of 
eological seminaries, ind the mo- 
ey-making schemes of the day, under 
» gospel pretences; believing that theo- 
~ gical seminaries are the invention of | 
en, and have no warrant in the New 
estament, nor in the example of 
hrist and his Apostles; for none of 
Apostles, when called to axel 
he gospel, ever went to such places 
> be taught doctrine, rhetoric, orato- 
, or other human accomplishments ; 
or Christ said, “my kingdom is not 
this world,” consequently, the foun- 
tion and support for its continuance 
annot be money. We hesitate not to 
y, that the new fangled plan of Mis- 
onary Institutions, and the going out 
missionaries, are made absolutely to 
pend on the monies which can be 
lleeted together; and hence, it wit! 
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at once appear that money is their 
foundation, and human schemes are 
the means employed in order to es- 
tablish that foundation. If this be de- 
nied, let us resort to an experiment, 
and apply the only corrective that cam 
successfully operate ; for in this, as im 
all other cases, remove the cause and 
the effect will cease. Therefore, if 
money be the foundation and the cause 
of those Missionary ‘stitutions, and 
the going forth of Missionaries, let the 
people withhold the monted support, 
and it will soon be seen that those m- 
stitutions will totter and fall, and those 
well dressed beggars, who are travel- 
ling to and fro in search of money, will 
grow scarcer and scarcer, till the 
churches in Zion will be left to the 
care of those preachers who, like the 
Apostle Paul, are willing to labour 
with their own hands for support, and, 
instead of taking hire, could say, ‘*‘ We 
is unto me if I preach not the gospel.” 
If this experiment of withholding mo- 
ney; were put into immediate opera- 
tion by the people, it would, doubtless, 
answer the same purpose in this our 
day, as the “scourge of small cords’* 
which our Lord made use of in his day, 
in driving from the temple those who 
“sold oxen, sheep, and doves, and the 
money changers ;’’—for, if once the 
money tables were overthrown, there 
would be found but few who woulé 
take their lives in their hands and go: 
forth, saying, “I preach of necessity ; 
wo is unto me if I preach not the gos-. 
pel.” We believe that the missionary 
spirit that is now abroad in the land, 
is the same spirit that pervaded the 
churches in the Apostle’s day, and 
which he called the “ mystery of ini-. 
quity ;”” 
ished with money, will produce the. 
same effects, will terminate in the ad- 
vancement of the anti-christian reli- 
gion, and strengthen that man of sin, 
who has exalted himself above all that 
is called God; and will take the reigns 
of government both of church and state 
in this land of freedom, ‘The Prophet 
Migah, tn speaking ef these money-_ 


and which, if properly nour-__ 
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hunting priests, says, * Hear this I pray 
you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, 
and provinces of the house of israel, 
that abbor judgment and pervert all 
equity, they build up Zion with blood, 
and Jerusalem with miquity.”’ “ The| 
heads thereof judge for reward, and the | 
priests thereof teach for hire, and the | 
prophets thereof divine for money, yet | 
will they lean upon the Lord aud say, ts! 
not the Lord among us, none evil can 
come upon us.” “Therefore shell 
Zion, for your sake, be ploughed as a/! 
field.” The prophet tsaiah, in speak- 
ing of the same kind of people, says, 
“every one loveth gifts, and followeth 
after rewards."’ Isaiah, chap. 1, v. 23. 

As the narrow limits of a circular 
letter will not contain all we might or 
would wish to say on this subjectewe 
therefore conclude by recommending | 
you to read the word of God with pray-| 




















change with them. 


‘ing any such day as Christinas and the 





erful attention, and notice these things. 
And may the God of grace keep you 
from evil and error, and preserve you 
to his second coming, is our prayer. 
Farewell. 


Extract of a Letter from New York. 


“| have for the last year read the 
Reformer with much satisfaction, and 
hope you will be enabled still to go on 
the even tenor of your way, fearing 
not what man shall say. The longer | 





———— — = ——= | 
RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE, | 
Christmas—Times change and he @ 

At this period, 

Christmas Day is religiously observed 

by numerous individuals, and by sew 

eral powerful sects in our country— 
yet the following Is an exact transeript 
from a law of the colony of Massachy 

setts in 1651: 
* Whosoever shall be found obser. 
































hke, either by forbearinyg labour, feast 
ing, or any other way, upon such a 
count. »s aforesaid, every such perso 
so offending, shall pay tor every such 
offence, five shillings, as a fine to th 
county.”’—Salem Gazette. 
It is said a similar regulation was 
made in Scotland. These laws wer 
enacted out of zeal against the Pe 
pists, who considered the keeping d 
the day on which Christ was born 
greater evidence of devotion and re 
gard to Christ, than keeping Sunday, 
but which our Puritan ancestors eal 
ed superstition, and were not —_ 
to allow any one to observe it. | 

been the character of the New Ene 
land Pilgrims and Presbyterians from 
the first to force peoples’ consciences 
and to bring the secular power to ail 
and coerce others into their measure 
and opinions. And if they were now 
to take it into their heads that the ob 
servance of a Sabbath under the Got 





live, the more I see the prevalency of 
priests and their craft; for here in New | 
York we can form no charitable or re- 
ligious society, unless the priests have 
more or less to do with it, as if we were 
dependant on them for all our success. 
Pure religion, such as God approves, 
is at a low ebb, while the cloak and 
profession of it are every where and 
almost in every thing te be met with, 
except in visiting the sick, feeding the 
poor, and relieving the distresses of the 
widow and fatherless,—this is wholly 
neglected, except by a few who are 
hardly known among the religious mul- 
titude. But one consolation remains— 
@irist knows them that are his.”’ 


pel, was only a superstition and a relit 
of Popery or Judaism, and had power, 
they would allow no one to keep! 
with impunity, however sincerely th 
person might believe it to be his 

so to do. This is a feature among the 
leading characters of the Presbyterit 
church that we feel no pleasure in @ 
posing, but it is abundantly conf 
by facts; and we hope that this hone# 
statement will tend to open their eye 


toa better knowledge of temseln 
and of their duty as citizens of a fey 


country, while at the same time it maj 
induce others to guard against thel 
attaining that power and ascende 
































which at present they are so arden 
seeking after. . 
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{Communicated for the Reformer. ] 
Schuliz’s Range, Va. Jan. 3,1829. 


To Joun Weserrtetp, Tuomas Strokes, 
and Kyow res Taytor—a presumplu- 
ous * Sabbath Committee,” in the city 
of New York. 

Gentlemen,—The last mail brought me 

‘four very presumptuous Circular of the 

10th of December; for p esumptuous it is 

for you to dare to dieta/e to Congress what 
yoourse they ought to pursue in relation to 

s Post Masters on the “Sabbath day,” 

hen you ought to have known that Con- 

rress dare not legislate upon any of our 
re! 2 0us duties, as you propose. No soon- 

r, however, had 4 finished the perusal of 

your letter of instructions for my conduct, 

than I discovered the same eloven foot of 

-reshylerianism in it that. has been so long 

truggling after their clerical ascendency 

n the state of New York, as well as Penn- 

Ssylvania—But as they have been defeated 

in all their attempts to establish a ‘* re/i- 
rious party in politics,” in those great 
states, there cannot be a doubt that they 
will meet the same good fate in Congress, 
hom they are now about to overwhelm 
with their numerous petitions relative to 
1e keeping the Sabbath day. 

** As for me, I have no objections what- 


Office on ‘* Sunday,” or ** Sabbath day,”’ 

s well as every other day; for | am of the 
opinion that your Sunday or Sabbath day, 
in this age, is of no use except for those 
poor wretches who never think upon their 
Creator on any other day of the week; 
and of course, not necessary for those who 
are so far enlightened as to remember 
Him every day alike. 


** Yours, &c. C. SCHULTZ.” 





{From the Columbia Republican, printed in 
Hudson, N. Y.| 
CHURCH AND STATE. 
The effort now making, by petitions to 
@ongress, by religious persons, to stop the 


is one of the most bold and flagrant at- 
tempts ever yet made in this country to 
eonnect Church and State, and calls aloud 
upon every friend of religious liberty and 
individual rights to crush it in the bud. 
Under the auspices of what particular sect 
the subject has been brought forward we 
do not know; but we fear there are those 
| among all sects who would, if they could, 

eompel obedience to their own peculiar 
dogmas and opinions. Whenever Con- 
gress shall interfere, at the instance of 
such persons, or of any portion of the re- 
Nigious commtinity, to enferce an obser- 


ver to attend to the duties of my Post |}; 


} transportation of the mails on the Sabbath, |: 


| vance of the Sabbath, we may justly anti- 

cipate all the evil consequences of a union 
between Church and State. The Govern- 
ment cannot interfere with the Church, 
and the Church should let the Govern- 
ment alone. 

If the attempt in regard to the transpor- 
tation of the mails should be successful, 
we may next hear of petitions against all 
‘travelling on the Sabbath or the perform- 
‘ance of any other than church duties from 
ithe rising to the going down of the sun on 
that day; and after a while objections will 
|be made to particular modes of worship, 
‘and some general nationel law prayed for, 
‘prescribing the érve church, and the hours 
_of worship for all sinners or unbelievers in 
‘the popular faith. One innovation will 
certainly be followed by others. 

The Nashville Republican of Jan. 20th, 
says, *f General Jackson, accompanied by 
some df his friends, left thi8 place on Sun- 
day evening last, in the steamboat Fairy, 
for Louisville, on his way to Washington 
City. Several hundred of his fellow citi- 
zens of this place assembled on the bank 
of the river to witness his departure and 
bid him farewell.” 


What will our orthodox priests say te 


this travelling of the new president on the 
Sunday? 








The very able Report of the Committee’ 
of the Senate of the United States in rela- 
tion to stopping the Mails on Sunday, we 
are pleased to find, has been printed in 
various places in pamphlet form, for more 
extensive circulation. A very handsome 
edition has been printed by James Love- 
grove, No. 23 Calvert street, Baltimore; 
and another edition has been printed in 
this city by Mr. Marot, back of No. 171 
Market street, at 75 cents per 100 copies, 
or one cent per copy. Mr. Marot has also 
issued proposals for printing the Report 
on a splendid sheet of letter-press, with 
an elegant engraved ornamental heading; 
size about 17 by 22 inches—price 50 cents 
‘per copy. It is designed for framing. 





[Extract from the Journal of the House o 
R tatives of the State of Iilin 
Dec. 11, 1828, copied from the * Illinoté. 
Republican.’’} : 
‘“<Taurspar, Dec. 11. The bill for ‘An 

act for the prevention of vice and immo- 

rality,’ was read a second time, when Mr. 

Jones offered the following amendment to 

said bill, viz: * That if any person, on the 








Sabbath or first day of the week, should 
attempt te disturb the peace er goed er-. 
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der of any congregation or body of people 1 
gathered together for the purpose of wor- 
shipping Almighty God, by offering to sell i 
pamphlets or books, of any description |} 
whatever, or by begging money, or any | 
other thing for the support of Missiona- 
ry Societies, Bible Societies, or Sunday | 
Schools, shall be fined in any sum not 
more than fifteen dollars, nor less than 
five dollars.” 


If we must have legislation on “vice 
and immorality,” and cn matters concern- | 
ing religion, instead of enacting laws for | 
stopping the mails on Sunday or the first 
day of the week, it would be better and 
much more conducive to the good morals 
and happiness of society, and the “ pre-| 
servation of our couniry,” to have laws 
enacted to put a stop to missionary and | 
all other begging of money, under pre- 
tence of promoting religion, and also for 
enforcing the command of Christ and the 
example of tle Apostles in preaching the 
gospel freely. M our clergy wish so much 
to promote true religion,why not petition 








i ly been commenced at Wheeling, Va. 


| by extending to it their patronage. 








for some. such measures’? They would 
then manifest they were actuated by pure 


motives, and if successful, would do more)|| “ shall be a faithful mirror to re 
to promote the cause of true christianity || virtues and vices of the heroes of the wor 
than all the hired priests and hired mis- || Terms, the same as her Black Book. — 


sionaries that ever existed. 


{ Extract of a letter from Maine.} 


“There has been a great time inthis || where, that the first number of the 


quarter about dedicating meeting-houses: 
The Rev. John N. Maffitt lately dedicated | 
one at Augusta and another at Gardner. 
It seems the Methodists are taking the 
‘same ground which they opposed twenty- 
five years ago. Popularity and grandeur 
seem to have gotten the ascendency over 
‘aumility and sincerity, in these parts.” 


(From the Centreville (Md.) Times, 
_ of Dee. 20.3 
_ A very interesting scene was exhibited 
wn the Methodist Church in Centreville, 
on Sabbath day last. Some of the old 
and conscript fathers of Methodism in 
these parts, determining on a secession 
from the church as at present established, 
explained their reasons therefor, and in 
polemn order signed their withdrawals at 
the altar. The scene was an affecting 
ene and drew tears from the eyes of many. 


{We understand that the number that 
withdrew were between 80 and 90.) 





The Roman Catholics in thi 

Ror t is country 
are taking effectual and active measures 
for the general circulation of the Scrip- 


SSS, 
nion. They have now in press at Ney 
York, a stereotype edition of the } 
Testament, out of the Latin Vulgate, g 
intend, should their funds permit, to 
the Old Testament. The principal reas 
assigned why Catholics have been hetet 
fore so destitute of the Scriptures, ig thy 
they disupprove of the common vél 
and the version which they do 
not being published !n this count 
too high for the poor among the Cat 
to purchase. Orders for fifty copiey@ 
more at atime, are to be furni 
cents & Copy. 





































CA 


An interesting publication entitled the 
*€ Gleaner,” at one dollar a year, has lie 


ited by a female. The selections are 
diciously chosen, and the editorial matte 
is written with ability. Females in part 
cular would be doing themselves a favow 





Mrs. Royal is about to issue from th 
press another new work, to be entitled 
her ** Pennsylvania,” which she . 

flect the 





«meme . 
We have the satisfaetion to infortn the 
German population of this staté and else 






mer in German, has been issued at 
caster, Pa. by the editor and publisher a 
the “ Lancaster Adler,” (in English, Law 
caster Eagle.) The price one dollar a year, 
Those dis to encourage it in this lam 
guage, will please send on their su 

tions as soon as convenient, that the 
lisher may be enabled to proceed in the 
undertaking, and the continuance of the 
work may be permanently established. — 


American Sunday School Union. 

In addition to the numerous agents 
missionaries already emploved by the’ 
merican Sunday School Union, it is : 
in their Magazine that “the Committ 
are exceedingly anxious to employ twelF 
ty or thirty more missionaries, but fund? 
are wanting.” . 


*.° Several articles intended for ' : 
number are necessarily delayed. =” 
ee 


The Reformer is printed on the first of each 
month, at one dollar a year. Letters to be ad- 
dressed and payment made, to T. R. GATES: 
Proprietor and principal Editor,No. 290,North 








Hires among all classes of their commu- 


Street, Philadelphia. Numbers can 


su from the commencement of the wort | 














